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(57) Abstract: A circuit inspection instrument for detecting a defect of a circuit board reliably and readily. The circuit inspection 
instrument is used for inspecting the conductive pattern on a circuit board (10). The conductive pattern is composed of two comb- 
shaped conductive patterns at least the end portions of each of which are arranged like parallel columns and the root portions of each 
of which are interconnected. An AC inspection signal is supplied to one (15a) of the comb-shaped conducive patterns, and the other 
(15b) is grounded. The column-arranged conductive portions are interdigitated. The circuit inspection instrument is characterized in 
that it comprises two sensing means (20, 30) having sensing electrodes for sensing signals from the comb-shaped conductive patterns 
(15a, 15b) and a scalar robot (80) for moving the sensing means (20, 30) to cause them to traverse the column-arranged patterns 
while positioning 



2004/057350 Al 



(AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, 
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, RO, SE, SI, SK, 
TR), OAPI ftpf (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GQ, 
GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



the sensing means (20, 30) so that the sensing means (20, 30) are capacitively coupled to the column-arranged conductive patterns 
and in that the column-arranged pattern portions are inspected on the basis of the sensing levels of the sensing means (20, 30). ' 
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